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them, its value was subsequently vindicated in the service of
Columbus. We may confidently assert that many of the mari-
ners, who assisted the Genoese explorer in his first great enter-
prise, must have been trained and disciplined in earlier voyages
to Guinea. The route taken by Columbus as far as the Canaries
was, of course, that taken by scores of Castilian sailors for years
beforehand. It is not improbable that the westerly course,
which he set beyond the Canaries, had been followed, accident-
ally or deliberately, part of the way, by his Andalusian pre-
decessors. It is possible, moreover, that Martin Pinzon had
served his apprenticeship in navigation by making voyages to
Guinea, contrary to the wishes of the Portuguese. The same,
however, cannot be said of Columbus. Most authorities are
agreed that he probably visited Mina, but if he did, it must
have been in a Portuguese rather than in a Castilian ship. His
residence in Lisbon during the period 1474-85 places an in-
superable obstacle in the way of our assuming what, on the face
of things, might have seemed a likely possibility, namely, that
he voyaged to Mina on a Castilian ship during the succession
war.
The long struggle between the Portuguese and the Anda-
lusians for empire in the African islands, Barbary and Guinea
was virtually ended in 1480, when the way to Guinea was
formally closed to Castile. But it was not forgotten. The Anda-
lusians surrendered with an ill-grace, and until far into the six-
teenth century interlopers from Spanish ports still continued to
venture into the forbidden waters1. Ferdinand and Isabella,
1 There are many records of interloping Spanish voyages into Guinea dur-
ing the period 1494-1558, Pacheco (Colecciont xxxvm, 315-17, 344~6) prints
two records, relating to a slaving expedition to Guinea, organised during the
autumn of 1494 by Alonso de Morales of Cadiz, Fernando Manzano of
Grand Canary, and Lorenzo Yanez Artero, a renegade Portuguese pilot. It
would appear from a document, printed in Algims documcntos (p. 132) and
dated from Lisbon on 27 February 1503, that just before 1503 some CastHian
ships had sailed to Guinea and the island of Fernando Po, in contravention
of the treaty of Toledo of 6 March 1480. Francisco d'Andrada, in his
Chronica do rey D> Jofo HI (Lisbon; 1613), describes (pt 4, ch. 37) how a
merchant of Sanlucar, named Antonio de Pesqueyra, sent a ship to Mina in
1547 and in March 1549 equipped another ship to make a similar voyage.
King John III of Portugal was informed of these preparations and sent one,
Vasco Lourcn9o, in pursuit of the interloper. Lourenco caught him at the